Introduced by Council Member Morgan and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Carter, Becton, Hazouri, Anderson, Wilson and Newby:

RESOLUTION 2018-390-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE REVEREND ROBERT MORRIS, FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, ON THE OCCASION OF HIS STEPPING DOWN AS SENIOR MINISTER; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
downtown Jacksonville is the home to historic churches that symbolize and represent the spiritual diversity of Jacksonville; their majestic spires and steeples are a  part of the City’s skyline; and

WHEREAS,
First Presbyterian Church is a prominent house of worship on East Monroe Street in downtown Jacksonville and for the past 17 years, the church’s worshippers have been shepherded by its senior minister, the Reverend Robert Morris; and
WHEREAS,
Reverend Morris grew up in Jacksonville, attended Arlington Presbyterian Church, graduated from Terry Parker High School and, in 1972, graduated from the University of South Florida; and
WHEREAS,
upon graduation from college, Reverend Morris embarked on his career with Young Life, a religious organization for Christian youth; he worked for Young Life in Tampa and Jacksonville before attending Princeton Theological Seminary; in 1986, he was ordained a Presbyterian Minister; in 1996, Reverend Morris earned a doctorate in ministry from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in South Hamilton, Massachusetts; and

WHEREAS,
after his ordination, Reverend Morris went back to work for Young Life in Gainesville and subsequently became pastor of a Presbyterian church in Washington, North Carolina, a suburb of Greenville; when Reverend Morris’ predecessor at First Presbyterian Church, Reverend Sherman “Bud” Armstrong, died in 2000, he was recruited to return to Jacksonville and to take the helm at the historic church; in his words, “God led us home;” and
WHEREAS,
though stepping down as senior minister, Reverend Morris has made it clear that he is not retiring; to him, a younger leader is required at this time
 and he can now pursue his avocation for fly fishing and work on the book that he is writing, “Pray Like Jesus;” now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend the Reverend Robert Morris for his 17 years of devoted service and spiritual leadership as senior minister at First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville and extend its best wishes for good will in the days ahead.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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